
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – B 
talking points 

 

1. One of the things that we can lose sight of in our study of the 
Gospels is how much time Jesus and the disciples spent with 
each other.  Because they did so much traveling by foot, they 
had a lot of “down time” together.  I imagine all sorts of things 
got discussed as they journeyed from one town to another, or 
on the longer journeys from Galilee to Judea and Jerusalem. 

2. The leisure of a journey allowed for a survey:  Who do people 
say that I am?  A number of responses:  John the Baptist 
(wasn’t he just killed?); one of the prophets (from what they 
knew about them from the synagogue). 

3. Second question is more direct:  Who do you say that I am?  
Silence. Then, Peter goes for the gold: “You are the Messiah!” 
The very anointed one of God. 

4. Jesus’ vision of the Messiah raises another question:  If the 
Messiah, then suffering is his fate.  Peter:  “How can this be?” 

5. Peter bases himself on the tradition:  Surely the Messiah will be 
a king like David.  He feels the need to set Jesus straight. 

6. But Jesus ends up doing the straight-setting—in front of 
everyone.  They all need to hear it.  “If you follow me, this is 
what you are in for.  This is what the Messiah does.  He suffers 
for the sake of the people (first reading). 



7. If you claim to follow the Messiah, it’s the Messiah who 
determines what that entails, where he is headed. 

8. Who do you say I am, today?  Some answers have been ruled 
out (John the B., one of the prophets).  But we can look to our 
behavior to discover our true belief.   

One approach:  Jesus is the Christ, but he does not call us to a 
life of sacrificial service.  His mission is unique.  It’s enough to 
call upon his name and offer him worship. 

9. Jesus counters: “if you wish to follow me, take up your cross, 
deny yourself, and come follow me.” 

10. 9/14:  Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross.  Christ, the divine 
servant, does not avoid suffering, but transforms it. 

11. Our liturgy asks the same question Jesus’ followers had to 
answer:  Whose disciples are we?  Who are we following?  Are 
we willing to follow a suffering servant?  with our own 
sacrificial service?  If we are it will have to show. 

12. God’s call to service, to offer sacrificial service, comes through 
in all quarters of life: family life, civic life, our participation in 
the common human experience, our responsibility to be 
stewards of creation.   
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He has already defined that as the mission of Jesus’ disciples.  
Other options have been set aside. 

13. If we answer the call, we will discover the gifts He has given 
which make the answer possible; and we will find ourselves in 
solidarity and in community which can only come from aligning 
ourselves with the mission of the Messiah:  sacrificial service for 
the sake of new life in the kingdom of the risen Lord. 


